K
orea is located in East Asia. It is about the same size as Montana and has a total population of some 70 million people: 47 million in South Korea, and 23 million in North Korea. China and Russia border Korea to the north, and the remaining three sides of the Korean Peninsula are surrounded by ocean. One hundred miles across the Korea Strait lies Japan.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, Japan invaded Korea and then ruled it until the end of World War II in 1945. The defeat of Japan liberated Korea from Japanese domination, but this liberation also divided the nation into two separate states. The United States military occupied the South, while the Russian army occupied the North. Because of this division, the Koreas developed two totally different political systems. The South, modeled after the United States, chose liberal democracy as its polity, while the North followed Soviet-style Communism.
In 1950 war broke out between the North and the South. North Korea invaded the South in the name of national reunification. The United States, along with sixteen other nations, allied themselves with South Korea. Soviet Russia and Communist China joined forces to support the North. The war lasted three years, resulted in countless human casualties, and left both North and South in complete ruin. It ended without discernible results. No peace treaty was signed, only an armistice that is still in effect. Technically, the war has not ended.
Following the war, South Korea developed into an international trading and industrial power that has become a wonder of the world. South Korea hosted the Olympics in 1988 and, with Japan, the World Cup football (soccer) championship in 2002.
In the North, in contrast, the economy has steadily declined, and the people suffer from poverty and are dying of starvation. Yet the government uses the country's resources and foreign aid to prepare for war and develop nuclear weapons, which has made the North Korean regime a serious threat to global security.
The North Korean Regime
In North Korea the Great Leaders-Kim Il Sung (1912-94) , the father, and Kim Jong Il (b. 1942) , the son-are absolute rulers of the state and are regarded as divine beings. All North Koreans worship them. The late Great Leader, Kim Il Sung, who ruled until his death in 1994, is still regarded as the Father God, like God the Father of Christianity, while the current Great Leader, Kim Jong Il, is regarded as the living Son of God, like Jesus Christ.
North Koreans believe that their purpose in life is to glorify, be loyal to, and give joy to the Great Leaders. It is quite ordinary for North Koreans to cry out slogans such as, "It is glorious to live and die for the Great Leaders!" and "It is glorious to follow and protect the Great Leaders at any cost of our lives!" The entire population of North Korea has become fanatic followers of and believers in the Great Leaders. The people's absolute belief in the Great Leaders is the strange but unshakable foundation of the North Korean regime, as well as the source of its stability in the face of problems.
This single-minded devotion can be seen in countless decisions by the North Korean regime. For one, the North Korean government changed the calendar, basing it on the birth of the Great Leader Kim Il Sung and inaugurating the era of Juche (i.e., self-reliance). In North Korea the year 2008 is the year of Juche 97. This revision shows the regime's systematic effort to brainwash the people into believing that Kim Il Sung was greater than Jesus Christ, whose birth marks the start of the common era.
The greatest national celebration in North Korea is April 15-the Festival of the Sun, Kim Il Sung's birthday. The sun is the source of all life on earth, and the Great Leader Kim Il Sung is the giver of life. The regime makes every effort to counter traditional Western observances of Christmas and Easter by emphasizing this festival, the Great Sun Day. The regime organizes international conferences, sporting events, and music and cultural festivals around Kim Il Sung's birthday to show off the importance of that day to all the world.
The regime has erected an untold number of statues of Kim Il Sung all over the country. Sung was erected during his lifetime in the center of Pyongyang, the North Korean capital. Endless lines of pilgrims from all over the country come every day to pay tribute and to venerate the Great Leader. When foreigners arrive, they are required to visit the statue and pay tribute as well. This is the first order of business conducted in North Korea.
All citizens wear a special badge-a pin inscribed with the image of the Great Leader Kim Il Sung. This badge reminds the people that they are always with the Great Leader and that they are under his unceasing care. Wearing the badge proclaims outwardly that the people are the vanguard and guardians of the Great Leader and the state. It reminds them to reaffirm their commitment and willingness to sacrifice their lives.
Portraits of both leaders are found wherever the people are: in professional offices, schools, homes, public transportation, and so on. These portraits serve the same purpose as the badges.
North Korea also features so-called Precious-(or Sacred-) Name Watches, which are Swiss-made watches inscribed with the name of the late Great Leader Kim Il Sung. Kim Jong Il gives a Precious-Name Watch to those recognized for special achievements within the party, state institutions, and government. This award guarantees the future well-being and security of its recipients well into retirement; special provisions for food and pension come with it.
A grand mausoleum, the Kumsusan Memorial Palace (Kim Il Sung's former residence), stands in Pyongyang to preserve and display the body of the Great Leader Kim Il Sung and to let the people of North Korea and the world know that he is not dead. He lives forever as the Great Leader in the hearts of the people. The mausoleum is not open to the public but only to specially selected persons who have made unusual contributions to the state, and to foreigners who have performed significant works on behalf of North Korea. The party enforces a strict protocol during all such visits.
Policy
The North Korean government has established policies to instill in the North Korean psyche the idea that the Great Leader is absolute and divine. In a multitude of ways, these policies are implemented thoroughly, uniformly, and absolutely.
The Ten Principles of Life. Kim Jong Il came into power as an apprentice under the watchful eyes of his father in 1974. As soon as he was in power, he proclaimed the Ten Principles of Life in order to elevate his father to absolute authority-in fact, to the authority of a divine being. The Ten Commandments of the Judeo-Christian tradition teach belief in one God and one's duty to love and care for one's neighbors. The Ten Principles of Life, in contrast, teach that the Great Leader is divine and rules absolutely.
Introductory remarks explain the great accomplishments of Kim Il Sung and affirm his divine status. The Ten Principles give simple yet strict directives on how North Koreans must conduct their lives:
1. All societies [the whole world] must be governed by the Great Leader's ideologies. 2. The Great Leader must be revered and adored. 3. The authority of the Great Leader is absolute. 4. The ideology and principles of the Great Leader must be the guiding principles of the actions and thoughts of all.
5. Execute the directives of the Great Leader without any questions. 6. Unite and rally all people around the Great Leader. 7. Learn from the Great Leader, his moral character, and strategic planning for the future. 8. Repay the Great Leader's trust in and care for the people through the successful implementation of his vision. 9. Establish stringent organizational rules that follow only the Great Leader's directives. 10. Continue the revolutionary struggles in accordance with the achievements of the Great Leader, and by the succession of his family line forever.
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Organizational membership. In the overall political organization, all North Koreans belong to cells based on age, profession, and gender. There is the Boy's League, the Youth League, the Farmer's Union, the Women's League, trade unions, and so forth. All organizations are closely supervised by the Korean Workers' Party. North Korea has been a one-party state from the beginning. The party is the highest political organization and controls all other political and social organizations. Membership in the party is extremely difficult to attain. Only carefully screened and selected men and women over eighteen years of age are appointed to party membership. The party expects its members to be loyal, to lead exemplary lives as the vanguard of the Great Leader, and to be willing to sacrifice their lives. North Koreans commonly say, "Becoming a member of the Workers' Party is more difficult than grabbing a star from the heavens."
The system of political organization is designed to instill loyalty to the Great Leader and to watch over everyone to ensure that they follow the party line. All members constantly study the Great Leader's writings. They must emulate his perfect character. Members also participate in mandatory weekly cell meetings known as "the smelter for conditioning the mind." Each member takes a turn in the mandatory individual and mutual self-criticism. These sessions are designed to deepen the cell's commitment to the party. Criticisms based on the Ten Principles are delivered and received by all members, starting with the youngest. There are no exceptions.
Indoctrination. To produce faithful followers, the North Korean government begins instilling the idea of adoration of the Great Leader at an early age. Since 1975, this indoctrination has started with kindergarten and continued through university. The first class in every school must begin with lessons called "The Revolutionary Leadership of the Great Leader from the Past to the Present." In this class, the instructor must teach and emphasize the revolutionary activities of the Great Leader, his wisdom, and his creativity, which were demonstrated through his revolutionary
The system of political organization is designed to instill loyalty to the Great Leader and to watch everyone to ensure that they follow the party line.
struggles and his unceasing endeavors. The teacher concludes the lesson by reiterating to the students the absolute greatness of the Great Leader.
The Great Leader's ideology is taught not only in all humanities classes but also in science, mathematics, and engineering classes. All lectures, regardless of subject matter, begin with ideological education before getting to the intended subject matter. To enforce this teaching method, all syllabi are submitted to a board of censors, which must approve each lecture given to students.
Isolation, surveillance, and punishment. The whole population of North Korea is isolated from and ignorant of the world outside. Mass media, including all TV channels and radio stations, are controlled and managed by the state. The people see and hear only of the body, and the people are its limbs and various parts. The state as a body cannot properly function without its brain. This means, in essence, that the Great Leader is the state. Loving and being loyal to the motherland is the same as loving and being loyal to the Great Leader. The most prominent slogans in North Korea are, "Let us be willing to sacrifice our lives for the Great Leader!" and "Death is glorious. Life is glorious. All for the sake of the Great Leader!" Juche Sasang teaches that there are two types of life: biological life, which we receive from our parents, and political life, which we receive from the Great Leader. While biological life is transitory and limited, political life is permanent and unlimited. People can attain permanent life by sacrificing their lives to the Great Leader and his causes. The rulers of North Korea intend to show the permanence of political life by naming schools and institutions, streets, and even cities after those who sacrificed their lives for the Great Leader during the Korean War. Such individuals thereby attain permanent status in the political life of North Korea.
The Great Leader aspires (1) to govern North Korea in accordance with Juche Sasang, (2) to bring the entire Korean Peninsula under his rule by achieving the liberation of South Korea from the occupying U.S. forces, and (3) to govern the whole world through Juche Sasang. The vision of Juche Sasang is a counterfeit of the Christian vision, which is based on Christ's command to proclaim the Gospel to the ends of the earth. In order to spread their ideology and the gospel of Juche, North Korea invaded South Korea in 1950 (before Juche Sasang was formally promulgated), killed Korean officials during an attempt to assassinate South Korea President Chun Doo Hwan in Myanmar in 1983, blew up a South Korean airliner in 1987, abducted Japanese citizens, and continues to develop nuclear weapons.
Prospect for Reunification
During the past decade North and South Korea have taken a few steps toward reunification. In 2000 a summit between Kim Jong Il and South Korea President Kim Dae Jung was held in Pyongyang with an agreement to ease tensions on the Korean Peninsula, and cabinet-level meetings were held to consider terms for economic aid from the South. At the time of this writing, however, these efforts have stagnated.
The military attempt by North Korea to reunify divided Korea in 1950 ended with no appreciable result. Rather, the war brought about innumerable human casualties and the total destruction of the infrastructure of both North and South.
Even though American pressure, at the time of this writing, on North Korea to consider the possibility of disarmament and peaceful unification has not been successful, there may yet be a workable approach to dealing with North Korea and the problems of the Korean Peninsula-an approach based on religion. With a long-term vision for the evangelization of North Korea, overseas Christians have launched massive relief efforts. Of course, evangelization will take a long time and require great patience. Any attempt to evangelize North Korea will be met with severe reprisals. Considering the antireligious climate in North Korea, evangelistic efforts have little chance of success. Christians in the South and overseas, however, believe and pray that their continued efforts will eventually produce positive results.
A religious approach may be the peaceful solution to Korea's reunification impasse because a majority of North Koreans were Christians before 1945. Following World War II, Christianity was what the state provides. The media carry little more than negative news from the world outside-the likes of earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, and plane crashes. All foreign books and photographs are strictly forbidden to the public; any officials who travel abroad must remain silent about their overseas experiences.
The well-organized North Korean surveillance system effectively monitors every individual in the country. If anyone shows signs of disloyalty or speaks against the Great Leaders, he or she is criticized severely and may be punished for his or her "crimes." For example, one can be summarily driven out of job, school, and home and exiled to the remote countryside, where living conditions are harsh. If one is proved guilty of an infraction, he or she will be sent to a camp for political prisoners, from which few ever return.
Juche Sasang
Until the death of Joseph Stalin in 1953, the governing ideology in North Korea was Marxism-Leninism. After the demise of Stalin, however, the political climate changed drastically in the Soviet Union and the Communist bloc. The sociopolitical forces that opposed Stalin's personality cult and his absolute dictatorship cautiously began to explore the chance of peaceful coexistence with Western capitalist states.
To prevent this trend from affecting North Korea, Kim Il Sung created a new ideology, Juche Sasang. Juche means "selfreliance" (lit. "self-identity"), and sasang means "ideology" (lit. "organized thoughts"). Juche Sasang is thus the ideology of selfreliance. Kim Il Sung wrote, "We do not blindly follow foreign ideas, policies, or dogmas. We are our own masters in solving our own problems independently and creatively." Kim Il Sung explicitly rejected the sociopolitical trends of the Communist bloc and the Soviet Union. Instead, he chose his own way to create a unique socialist paradise.
According to Juche Sasang, the Great Leader is the brain Juche Sasang teaches that people can attain permanent life by sacrificing their lives to the Great Leader and his causes.
actively discouraged and ultimately forbidden. The number of North Korean Christians declined dramatically. The Korean War resulted in the massive migration of Christians to South Korea, effectively eliminating the Christian presence in North Korea. This absence of Christianity continued until 1990. In 1989 North Korea did in fact build two churches: one Catholic, named Jang-Choon, the other Protestant, named Bong Soo. The North Korean government had organized an international student sports festival and competition, and the churches were hastily built to accommodate the spiritual needs of the visiting athletes from various countries. In addition to the two churches, a seminary was also established. These religious institutions were not built to enable North Koreans to worship but to show the world that there was freedom of religion in North Korea. The regime also intended to lure American and South Korean Christians into forming pro-North Korea groups. The government also wanted to secure economic aid from the Christians, but the true purpose of welcoming Christians was to spread the ideology of the Great Leader to the world.
Even so, it is remarkable that the North Korean government changed its attitude and built the churches and the seminary, although they were populated by only a few specially selected party members. The careful selection of these churchgoers and students was based on their lack of Christian commitment, and their participation in Sunday worship services was solely to satisfy the party's strategic necessities. Despite North Korea's political strategy, South Korean Christians have provided aid to their Northern brothers in need-pure expressions of Christian love, with no conditions attached.
Over time, Christians have seen a change in attitude toward Christianity. North Koreans are beginning to realize that Christians are not agents of imperialism attempting to destroy smaller Christians may not proselytize North Koreans, they understand that the way to touch North Korean hearts is through sharing the love of Jesus Christ, which they accompany with unceasing prayer and great patience.
God's Will for North Korea
As stated, the North Korean people see Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il as deities. The purpose of life for every North Korean is to be loyal to and give joy to the Great Leaders.
Pyongyang was once known as the Jerusalem of the East. Why, then, did God allow North Korea to fall under the spell of Kim Il Sung's personality cult and allow the North Korean people to suffer under such terrible living conditions? Where in North Korea can we discern the will of God? Will God restore Christianity in that land and Pyongyang's former condition as the Jerusalem of the East?
By the grace of God, North Korea may prove to be a fertile ground to train a cadre of the faithful who will once again serve his Great Commission and carry the Gospel "to the end of the world." Also, Christian missions have historically often been more successful in disadvantaged and oppressed societies such as North Korea.
What Should Be Done?
For the last half century North Korea has been an absolutist and atheistic state. Its people have been brainwashed into regarding Christianity as an imperialist tool to invade weaker states and enslave them. They have been taught that Christianity is the opium of the people and that Christians are wolves in sheep's clothing. Regime leaders have attempted to ensure that no Christian Gospel enters North Korea. The government has been forced, however, to accept foreigners and their aid. Christians from the South have generously provided food, medicine, and daily necessities to save North Koreans from starvation and disease. As a result, we are beginning to see some signs of change in their attitude toward Christianity. North Koreans have come to realize that the God of Christianity is, like their Great Leader, a loving parent and a great teacher.
I suggest that we must continue to provide as much food, medicine, and clothing as we can. We must do so because we share the love of God not only through our words but also through our deeds. I believe that in this way we will come to realize God's will in North Korea. I have my own personal aspiration for the students in North Korea. I am compiling, editing, and writing an array of textbooks and dictionaries for them to learn English. I am looking for volunteers who are willing to go to North Korea to teach English.
The Door Begins to Open
A small door has begun to open for the possibility of Christian missions to North Korea. The church buildings and the seminary in Pyongyang are its evidence. Although they were built with propaganda in mind, they represent an astounding policy shift in this notoriously atheistic regime.
I have personally experienced the great and miraculous providence of God in my own life. I was a member of the Korean Workers' Party for fifty years. I was a personal tutor for the children of the family of Kim Il Sung's wife. I taught for nearly forty years in one of the most prestigious universities in Pyongyang. I was selected to be an exchange professor at the Russian State states, as they have been taught all their lives. They are now beginning to believe that Christians are not enemies but rather brothers. Their positive attitude toward South Korean Christians has even prompted the thought that the Christian God may be as gracious or as good as their Great Leader.
Several factors have influenced North Korean perceptions of Christianity. Christians have been seen variously as threatening enemies or as loving brothers who come to alleviate their suffering. Visiting Christians in North Korea have established hospitals, orphanages, and food factories, and they have also provided cows and goats for dairy production. Christians are also able to provide food, seeds, fertilizers, and other necessities.
These Christians and Christian organizations expect that, through their sharing of Jesus Christ's love, North Koreans may one day become their Christian brothers again. They also see these activities as the crucial path toward reunification. Of course, North Korea strictly prohibits and punishes the conversion of its citizens, and it has practiced summary public execution. While
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Teacher's University. Yet I forsook my career and all of my accomplishments in North Korea to respond to the call of God for the evangelization of that land. I believe that God imparted to me special gifts and gave me opportunities to work with the youth of North Korea. I have been able to write down Bible stories in both English and North Korean in order for the Word of God to be spread in the form of texts for learning English.
It is important to know that the Great Leader Kim Il Sung was a Christian from his birth. As a child he attended church regularly with his parents. His father was a Christian leader, and his mother was also devout. There is now a third church in North Korea dedicated in the name of his mother. I am sure that Kim Il Sung's parents prayed and wished for the independence of a Korean nation free from Japanese domination and for the well-being of the North Korean people. I believe their prayer will be realized through God's grace. I further believe that one day Pyongyang will be restored to its glorious state as the Jerusalem of the East.
Note
1. More lengthy versions of the Ten Principles can be found on the Internet. See, for example, www2.law.columbia.edu/course_00S_L9436_ 001/North%20Korea%20materials/10%20principles%20of%20juche .html.
